Most of the samples consist of relatively soft, chalky limestones which had to be impregnated with Araldit before cutting and grinding. Although the technicians handled the samples with great care and experience, it was often not possible to obtain thin sections of satisfactory quality.
The microfossil content of the thin sections from the Upper Jurassic and Lower Cretaceous penetrated during Leg 11 is disappointingly poor compared to age-equivalent deposits in similar facies from the Alpine-Mediterranean area. It is therefore not necessary to give a detailed account of each thin section. Only a few important samples will be mentioned specifically. The results of the examination of the thin sections have to be combined with the evidence from the washed residues and other groups of fossils in order to establish the stratigraphic succession penetrated at each site (see Site Reports, Chapters 1 through 9, this volume).
A few characteristic microfossils are illustrated on Plate 1.
SITE 99
Samples:
99A-3, core catcher 99A-9, core catcher Both thin sections contain only nannoconids and radiolarians of probably early Cretaceous age.
SITE 100
100-1-4, 108-110 cm 100-1, core catcher 100-2-2, 50-52 cm 100-2-2, 71-74 cm 100-2, core catcher 100-5-2, 110-112 cm 100-6, core catcher 100-7-1, 42-44 cm The two samples from Core 100-1 contain only radiolarians.
The three samples from Core 100-2 are rich in Saccocoma sp. and sections through aptychi. In the Alpine-Mediterranean area, beds with abundant Saccocoma sp. are generally attributed to the Kimmeridgian. The thin sections from Cores 100-5, 6, and 7 have only radiolarians, sponge spicules and sections through aptychi.
SITE 101
101A-4, core catcher 101A-7-1, 148-150 cm 101A-8-l,0-2cm 101A-8-1, 34-36 cm 101A-9-1, 65-67 cm 101A-9-1, 125-127 cm 101A-9, core catcher lOlA-10-1, 73-75 cm lOlA-10-1, 83-85 cm 101A-10, core catcher The thin sections from Cores 101 A-4 and 101A-8 are void of microfossils. All the other samples contain radiolarians and questionable tintinnids. They are probably of early Cretaceous age. Figures 11 and 12 ). These problematic tintinnids are often of a very small size. They are probably detected much more easily in smear slides and under magnifications used for the study of calcareous nannoplankton, rather than in thin sections and under magnifications normally used for the study of tintinnids. The only tintinnids which could be determined specifically are found in Sample 105-33-1, 42 to 43 centimeters. The most common species is Calpionella alpina Lorenz (Plate 1, Figure 1 through 6) . A few forms are determined as Tintinnopsella carpathica (Murgeanu and Filipescu), small variety of J. Remane (in Hégarat and Remane, 1968) (Plate 1, Figures 7  through 10 ). The coexistence of these two species indicates that this sample has to be placed in the vicinity of the Jurassic-Cretaceous boundary. Since this sample still contains abundant nannoconids, I prefer to place it in the basal Cretaceous (early Berriasian).
SITE 105
However, an attribution to the topmost Tithonian cannot be excluded. Only nannoconids are found in the underlying sample (105-33-1,94 
